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Life Safety Code Overview Worksheet
Note: This worksheet is to be used by reviewers if the home does not have a current inspection from the local fire marshal.  Do not leave a 
copy of this worksheet with the program provider.  Forward a copy of this worksheet to the Architectural Unit Manager. The Architectural Unit 
will evaluate the information provided on this worksheet to determine whether a home is in compliance with NFPA 101 Life Safety Code (LSC) 
or whether the home needs LSC staff attention. 

Reviewer Date of Inspection

Provider Information
Name Area Code and Telephone

Address of Home City, State, ZIP Code

Contact Date Home Certified as Four-Bed Location Description

Comments
Provider Determined 
Evacuation Capability (E-Score)

Notes

Date of Last Fire Inspection

Inspecting Authority

Fire Sprinkler Type

NFPA 13 NFPA 13D

NoneNFPA 13R

Date of Last Fire Sprinkler Inspection, if Applicable

Minimum Construction Yes No N/A
1. Is the home fully sheathed?

Means of Escape Yes No N/A
1. Are all escape pathways in the home continuously maintained free of obstructions or impediments?
2. Does each story of the home have two remotely located means of escape (such as exterior doors or stairways) 

that don't require using windows?
3. Do all individuals have a primary means of escape from their bedrooms that don't require using windows and 

the means of escape from the bedroom is totally separate from a kitchen or common living area? (If the home 
has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)

4. Do all individuals' bedrooms have an outside window that is operable, a door opening directly to the outside or 
passage into an adjacent unlocked space that provides a mean of escape separate from the primary means of 
escape? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)

5. If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the clear 
opening of all bedroom windows not less than 5.7 square feet, with a width of not less than 20 inches and the 
height not less than 24 inches? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)

6. If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the bottom of all 
bedroom window openings not more than 44 inches above the floor? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark 
as N/A.)

7. If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the window 
within 20 feet of the ground level or does the window or door open onto an exterior balcony? (If the home has a 
sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)

8. Is there a primary means of escape other than an interior stair? (If the home is only one story, mark as N/A.)

9. Are all doors operable from the egress side without a key, tool or special knowledge? 

Protection Yes No N/A
1. Are all interior stairs enclosed at the top or bottom level?

2. Are quantities of storage similar or below that normally found in a single family residence?
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Address Date of Inspection

3. Is the only type of wall and ceiling finish in the home painted gypsum board? (sheetrock – i.e., there is no wood 
paneling, wallpaper or acoustical ceiling tiles)?

4. If the answer to the above question is no, did the program provider provide documentation regarding flame spread 
(Class A, B or C)?  Provide a detailed description of the finish and flame spread under Notes in the Comments 
section.

5. Has the fire alarm system been checked annually and does it appear to be in working order?

6. Is there at least one manual pull station in the home?
7. Are there smoke alarms on every floor, including basements? (Smoke alarms are not required in crawl spaces or 

unfinished attics.)
8. Are there smoke alarms in all living areas?

9. Are there smoke alarms in all bedrooms?
10. Does the home have a sprinkler system?  If the answer is yes, provide information, above under comments, 

regarding the type of system and when the system was last inspected.
11. If the home has a sprinkler system, is there a heat detection system in the attic that activates the fire alarm system 

or sprinklers in the attic? (Ask the provider. Do not inspect the attic.)
12. Are all individuals' bedrooms separated from hallways by walls?

13. Do all doors to the individuals' bedrooms latch?

14. Are there no obstructions, such as furniture, that would prevent the individual from closing the bedroom door?

15. If the home does not have a sprinkler system, are doors to the individuals' bedrooms self-closing?

16. Does the home have adequate, fully charged ABC fire extinguishers within 75 feet of any location in the home?
17. Do labels on the fire extinguishers indicate that staff inspect the extinguishers monthly and an authorized person is 

inspecting the extinguishers annually?

Building Services Yes No N/A

1. If there are electrical receptacles located within 6 feet of the edge of a sink, do the receptacles have ground - 
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection?

2. Are all circuits labeled at the main electrical panel?

Operating Features Yes No N/A
1. Does the home have a written emergency plan for protecting all persons in the event of a fire?

2. Does the plan include special staff response and can staff explain their duties and responsibilities under the plan?
3. Does the plan address the fire protection procedures and any assistance needed to ensure the safety of each 

individual present in the home?
4. Have individuals in the home received training in the proper actions to be taken in the event of a fire?
5. Have fire drills been conducted not less than six times over the past year on a bimonthly basis with not less than 

two drills conducted during the night when individuals are asleep?
6. Does the home have a smoking policy?

7. If smoking is permitted, are noncombustible safety-type ashtrays provided in convenient locations?
8. Does the home have documents to prove that drapery, curtains or other similarly loosely hanging furnishings 

(but not shower curtains) meet the flame propagation performance criteria required in NFPA 701?

Mail To:
Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services 
DADS HCS Life Safety Inspection 
Survey Operations Architectural Unit (E-250) 
P.O. Box 149030 
Austin, TX  78714-9030 

Fax To:
512-438-4623

Email To:
HCS.LifeSafetyInspection@dads.state.tx.us

mailto:HCS.LifeSafetyInspection@dads.state.tx.us
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Life Safety Code Overview Worksheet
Note: This worksheet is to be used by reviewers if the home does not have a current inspection from the local fire marshal.  Do not leave a copy of this worksheet with the program provider.  Forward a copy of this worksheet to the Architectural Unit Manager. The Architectural Unit will evaluate the information provided on this worksheet to determine whether a home is in compliance with NFPA 101 Life Safety Code (LSC) or whether the home needs LSC staff attention. 
Provider Information
Comments
Fire Sprinkler Type
Minimum Construction
Minimum Construction Section 
Yes
No
N/A
1.         Is the home fully sheathed?
Minimum Construction. Question 1 of 1. Is the home fully sheathed?
Means of Escape
Means of Escape Section 
Yes
No
N/A
1.         Are all escape pathways in the home continuously maintained free of obstructions or impediments?
Means of Escape. Question 1 of 9. Are all escape pathways in the home continuously maintained free of obstructions or impediments?
2.         Does each story of the home have two remotely located means of escape (such as exterior doors or stairways) that don't require using windows?
Means of Escape. Question 2 of 9. Does each story of the home have two remotely located means of escape (such as exterior doors or stairways) that don't require using windows?
3.         Do all individuals have a primary means of escape from their bedrooms that don't require using windows and the means of escape from the bedroom is totally separate from a kitchen or common living area? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
Means of Escape. Question 3 of 9. Do all individuals have a primary means of escape from their bedrooms that don't require using windows and the means of escape from the bedroom is totally separate from a kitchen or common living area? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
4.         Do all individuals' bedrooms have an outside window that is operable, a door opening directly to the outside or passage into an adjacent unlocked space that provides a mean of escape separate from the primary means of escape? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
Means of Escape. Question 4 of 9. Do all individuals' bedrooms have an outside window that is operable, a door opening directly to the outside or passage into an adjacent unlocked space that provides a mean of escape separate from the primary means of escape? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
5.         If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the clear opening of all bedroom windows not less than 5.7 square feet, with a width of not less than 20 inches and the height not less than 24 inches? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
Means of Escape. Question 5 of 9. If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the clear opening of all bedroom windows not less than 5.7 square feet, with a width of not less than 20 inches and the height not less than 24 inches? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
6.         If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the bottom of all bedroom window openings not more than 44 inches above the floor? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
Means of Escape. Question 6 of 9. If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the bottom of all bedroom window openings not more than 44 inches above the floor? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
7.         If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the window within 20 feet of the ground level or does the window or door open onto an exterior balcony? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
Means of Escape. Question 7 of 9. If the individual's bedroom has an outside window and no other secondary means of escape, is the window within 20 feet of the ground level or does the window or door open onto an exterior balcony? (If the home has a sprinkler system, mark as N/A.)
8.         Is there a primary means of escape other than an interior stair? (If the home is only one story, mark as N/A.)
Means of Escape. Question 8 of 9. Is there a primary means of escape other than an interior stair? (If the home is only one story, mark as N/A.)
9.         Are all doors operable from the egress side without a key, tool or special knowledge? 
Means of Escape. Question 9 of 9. Are all doors operable from the egress side without a key, tool or special knowledge? 
Protection
Protection Section 
Yes
No
N/A
1.         Are all interior stairs enclosed at the top or bottom level?
Protection. Question 1 of 17. Are all interior stairs enclosed at the top or bottom level?
2.         Are quantities of storage similar or below that normally found in a single family residence?
Protection. Question 2 of 17. Are quantities of storage similar or below that normally found in a single family residence?
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3.         Is the only type of wall and ceiling finish in the home painted gypsum board? (sheetrock – i.e., there is no wood paneling, wallpaper or acoustical ceiling tiles)?
Protection Section continued from page 1. Question 3 of 17. Is the only type of wall and ceiling finish in the home painted gypsum board? (sheetrock – i.e., there is no wood paneling, wallpaper or acoustical ceiling tiles)?
4.         If the answer to the above question is no, did the program provider provide documentation regarding flame spread (Class A, B or C)?  Provide a detailed description of the finish and flame spread under Notes in the Comments section.
Protection. Question 4 of 17. If the answer to the above question is no, did the program provider provide documentation regarding flame spread (Class A, B or C)?  Provide a detailed description of the finish and flame spread under Notes in the Comments section.
5.         Has the fire alarm system been checked annually and does it appear to be in working order?
Protection. Question 5 of 17. Has the fire alarm system been checked annually and does it appear to be in working order?
6.         Is there at least one manual pull station in the home?
Protection. Question 6 of 17. Is there at least one manual pull station in the home?
7.         Are there smoke alarms on every floor, including basements? (Smoke alarms are not required in crawl spaces or unfinished attics.)
Protection. Question 7 of 17. Are there smoke alarms on every floor, including basements? (Smoke alarms are not required in crawl spaces or unfinished attics.)
8.         Are there smoke alarms in all living areas?
Protection. Question 8 of 17. Are there smoke alarms in all living areas?
9.         Are there smoke alarms in all bedrooms?
Protection. Question 9 of 17. Are there smoke alarms in all bedrooms?
10.         Does the home have a sprinkler system?  If the answer is yes, provide information, above under comments, regarding the type of system and when the system was last inspected.
Protection. Question 10 of 17. Does the home have a sprinkler system?  If the answer is yes, provide information, above under comments, regarding the type of system and when the system was last inspected.
11.         If the home has a sprinkler system, is there a heat detection system in the attic that activates the fire alarm system or sprinklers in the attic? (Ask the provider. Do not inspect the attic.)
Protection. Question 11 of 17. If the home has a sprinkler system, is there a heat detection system in the attic that activates the fire alarm system or sprinklers in the attic? (Ask the provider. Do not inspect the attic.)
12.         Are all individuals' bedrooms separated from hallways by walls?
Protection. Question 12 of 17. Are all individuals' bedrooms separated from hallways by walls?
13.         Do all doors to the individuals' bedrooms latch?
Protection. Question 13 of 17. Do all doors to the individuals' bedrooms latch?
14.         Are there no obstructions, such as furniture, that would prevent the individual from closing the bedroom door?
Protection. Question 14 of 17. Are there no obstructions, such as furniture, that would prevent the individual from closing the bedroom door?
15.         If the home does not have a sprinkler system, are doors to the individuals' bedrooms self-closing?
Protection. Question 15 of 17. If the home does not have a sprinkler system, are doors to the individuals' bedrooms self-closing?
16.         Does the home have adequate, fully charged ABC fire extinguishers within 75 feet of any location in the home?
Protection. Question 16 of 17. Does the home have adequate, fully charged ABC fire extinguishers within 75 feet of any location in the home?
17.         Do labels on the fire extinguishers indicate that staff inspect the extinguishers monthly and an authorized person is inspecting the extinguishers annually?
Protection. Question 17 of 17. Do labels on the fire extinguishers indicate that staff inspect the extinguishers monthly and an authorized person is inspecting the extinguishers annually?
Building Services
Building Services Section 
Yes
No
N/A
1.         If there are electrical receptacles located within 6 feet of the edge of a sink, do the receptacles have ground - fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection?
Building Services. Question 1 of 2. If there are electrical receptacles located within 6 feet of the edge of a sink, do the receptacles have ground - fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection?
2.         Are all circuits labeled at the main electrical panel?
Building Services. Question 2 of 2. Are all circuits labeled at the main electrical panel?
Operating Features
Operating Features Section 
Yes
No
N/A
1.         Does the home have a written emergency plan for protecting all persons in the event of a fire?
Operating Features. Question 1 of 8. Does the home have a written emergency plan for protecting all persons in the event of a fire?
2.         Does the plan include special staff response and can staff explain their duties and responsibilities under the plan?
Operating Features. Question 2 of 8. Does the plan include special staff response and can staff explain their duties and responsibilities under the plan?
3.         Does the plan address the fire protection procedures and any assistance needed to ensure the safety of each individual present in the home?
Operating Features. Question 3 of 8. Does the plan address the fire protection procedures and any assistance needed to ensure the safety of each individual present in the home?
4.         Have individuals in the home received training in the proper actions to be taken in the event of a fire?
Operating Features. Question 4 of 8. Have individuals in the home received training in the proper actions to be taken in the event of a fire?
5.         Have fire drills been conducted not less than six times over the past year on a bimonthly basis with not less than two drills conducted during the night when individuals are asleep?
Operating Features. Question 5 of 8. Have fire drills been conducted not less than six times over the past year on a bimonthly basis with not less than two drills conducted during the night when individuals are asleep?
6.         Does the home have a smoking policy?
Operating Features. Question 6 of 8. Does the home have a smoking policy?
7.         If smoking is permitted, are noncombustible safety-type ashtrays provided in convenient locations?
Operating Features. Question 7 of 8. If smoking is permitted, are noncombustible safety-type ashtrays provided in convenient locations?
8.         Does the home have documents to prove that drapery, curtains or other similarly loosely hanging furnishings (but not shower curtains) meet the flame propagation performance criteria required in NFPA 701?
Operating Features. Question 8 of 8. Does the home have documents to prove that drapery, curtains or other similarly loosely hanging furnishings (but not shower curtains) meet the flame propagation performance criteria required in NFPA 701?
Mail To:
Completed Life Safety Code Overview Worksheet can be mailed to:
Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services
DADS HCS Life Safety Inspection
Survey Operations Architectural Unit (E-250)
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