 
BEI Advisory Meeting Minutes 
March 2, 2012
Brown-Heatly Building, Room 3501

A. Call to Order – 10:30 a.m. by Allison Randolph, BEI Chair.

B. Roll Call
Allison Randolph, Chair
Angela Bryant, BEI Staff
Roger Brown, Board Member, Vice Chair
Lori Breslow, DHHS Director
Dr. Cynthia Sturkie, Board Member
Dan Diffee, Board Member
Sharon Hill, Board Member, Secretary 
Dr. Marcus Myers, Board Member
Kristin Lund, Board Member
Chelsea Timmons, BEI Staff 
Connie Sefcik-Kennedy, BEI Staff
Barbara Lazard, DARS Legal Counsel 
Yolanda Chavira, Staff Interpreter
Sharon Hassell, Interpreter
Terrell Brighton, Visitor, University of Houston Professor

C. Public Comment – None given.

D. Approval of Minutes – November 4, 2011

Roger Brown moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Sharon Hill seconded. Motion passed.

E. Reports

E. 1. Chairperson’s Report

Allison Randolph suggested that all think about talking points for the BEI Forum at the TSID Conference on June 21, 2012. All members confirmed their attendance with the exception of Kristin Lund. A request was made to change the meeting time from 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

E. 2. BEI Staff Report

· A written report was prepared and presented through handouts by Angela Bryant. Dr. Sturkie requested that Amarillo College be added to the list of Interpreter Training Programs. 


F. 1. New Business – Discussion and recommendations concerning BEI Retired Status policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Angela Bryant provided background concerning a previous BEI rule relating to then Emeritus Status. This rule was to recognize BEI certified interpreters who had reached the age of retirement and no longer worked in the interpreting field. A policy was initiated for Retired Status, which later revealed that the intent was misinterpreted by prospective retired status recipients.  The board suggested other options for recognizing retired interpreters, but it was determined to discontinue since there was not a statute which required this status.

 Roger Brown moves to discontinue the retired status policy, but allow the one recipient who received retired status to keep it. Kristin Lund seconded. The motion passes.

F. 2. Discussion regarding alternatives for verifying CEUs documentation from ESCs  

Connie Sefcik-Kennedy explained the challenges she encounters when reviewing certificate holder’s five year renewal paperwork, specifically those submitting a printout of the in-services workshops attended through the Educational Service Centers (ESCs). The majority of the certificate holders state that obtaining a certificate of attendance isn’t kept and the only verification they are able to receive is the transcript.

Dr. Sturkie clarified that a certificate exists and proceeded to explain how the certificate holder can access and print out for the CEUs for verification purposes. Staff will be better able to address these issues with Dr. Sturkie’s clarification.


Closed Session

The board went into closed session at 10:50 a.m. The board returned to open session at 11:50 a.m.

Roger Brown moved that no disciplinary action was to be taken concerning the interpreter complaint. A recommendation was made to send a letter to outline responsibilities as a certified court interpreter. Dan Diffee seconded. The motion passes.


H. Next Meeting

The board proposed changing the start time for the June 21st meeting from 2-5 to 10-2.  

I. Announcements

No announcements.

J. Meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.
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