BEI ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

October 1, 2009
DARS Administrative Building, Suite 250

A. Call to Order – 10:10 a.m. – Allison Randolph, BEI Chair
B. Roll Call

In Attendance:

Allison Randolph, Chair

Roger Brown, Vice Chair
Sharon Hill, Secretary
Dan Diffee, Member

Kristin Lund, Member

Marcus Myers, Member

David Myers, DHHS Director
Angela Bryant, BEI Staff
Connie Sefcik-Kennedy, BEI Staff
Barbara Lazard, DARS Legal Counsel

Yolanda Chavira, Interpreter
Lynn Blazek, Interpreter

Visitors:

Aric Randolph

Mrs. Grigsby

Tina Dillman

John Dillman

Dr. Michael Bienenstock

C. 1. Approval of Minutes for August 14, 2009 and May 28, 2009

Sharon Hill moved to accept the August 14 minutes as written. Dan Diffee seconded. All approved.

Sharon Hill moved to accept the May 28 minutes as written. Roger Brown seconded. All approved.

D. Public Comment –

Dr. Michael Bienenstock, director of the 4-year interpreting degree program at the University of Houston, made comments regarding the implementation of his program. He stated that the program is staffed by three instructors and 20 students are enrolled. Information was provided about the enrollment requirements and his willingness to establish articulation agreements with other colleges.   

E. Reports

1. Chairperson’s Report – Allison Randolph reported on attending a test development meeting with the U of A on July 15. She expressed her satisfaction with the work done on the tests to ensure the tests are parallel. She feels that we are blessed to have this partnership with the U of A. She also reported that she will attend the TSID board meeting via conference call on December 5. Finally, efforts were made to communicate with Byron Bridges regarding the comments he made at the last board meeting, but she wasn’t able to reach him.

2. BEI Staff Report – Angela Bryant provided the report through handouts. 

F. 1. New Business – Petition for Reinstatement - Tina Dillman

Tina Dillman submitted a written petition for the board to consider, but also briefly addressed them in person.
F. 2. Consideration of Reinstatement Petition (Closed Session)

The board went into closed session at 10:59 a.m. 
The board returned to open session at 12:25 p.m.

Roger Brown moved to not reinstate Tina Dillman’s Level I certification based on current rules. Marcus seconded. All approved.

F. 3. Consideration of Petition for Testing (Closed Session)
Dan Diffee moved to allow applicant, D. Justice, to take the TEP and may apply to take the performance test no sooner than March, 2010. Roger Brown seconded. All approved. 

F. 4. Review Definition of Interpreting

The board reviewed four definitions for interpreting that were collected from various sources. The definition of choice was from “So YOU Want to Be AN Interpreter”, by Janice H. Humphrey and Bob J. Alcorn, 4th edition. 

The process of interpreting includes taking a source language message, identifying meaning and speaker intent by analyzing the linguistic and paralinguistic elements of the message, then making a cultural and linguistic transition and producing the message into the target language.
Roger Brown moved to approve the above definition of interpreting. Kristin Lund seconded. All approved.

 
F. 5. Recommendation for Board Member (Closed Session)

Sharon Hill moved to recommend Dr. Cindy Sturkie as new board member. Marcus Myers seconded. All approved.

G. Discussion of date, time, and location for further Advisory Board meetings 

· Thursday, February 4, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Wednesday, June 23, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 12:34 p.m.
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