Minutes of

BEI Advisory Committee Meeting
4900 N. Lamar Blvd.
Brown-Heatly Building, Room 3501

Austin, TX  78751

March 7, 2008

1. Call to Order – Allison Randolph @ 1:35 pm
2. Roll Call

· Allison Randolph, BEI Chair
· Lauri Metcalf, BEI Board Member
· Dan Diffee, BEI Board Member
· Kristin Lund, BEI Board Member
· Marcus Myers, BEI Board Member
· Roger Brown, BEI Board Member
· David Myers, DHHS Director
· Angela Bryant, BEI Staff

· Connie Sefcik-Kennedy, BEI Staff
· Beth Hasty, BEI Staff
· Yolanda Chavira, DHHS Staff /Trilingual PARG Member 
· Roseann Gonzalez, University of Arizona 
· Linda Haughton, University of Arizona 

· Paul Gatto, University of Arizona
· John Bichsel, University of Arizona
· Steve Boone, University of Arkansas
· Martha Macias, Trilingual PARG Member
· Edwin Cancel, Trilingual PARG Member
· Sharon Hassell, Interpreter
· Lynn Blazek, Interpreter
· Barbara Lazard, DARS Legal
· Ron Curry, DARS Legal
3. Public Comments – none
4. New Business
A. Discussion of Trilingual testing materials – 
· Kristin Lund asked if the sign-to-voice sections on the Trilingual performance test have the same level of ASL difficulty as the new Basic, Advanced, and Master performance tests.  Lauri Metcalf replied affirmatively that the level of ASL difficulty is similar.

· Lauri Metcalf asked the following questions:

(1) Are candidates allowed to make notes while the Test of Spanish Proficiency is being administered (TSP)? 

(2) Can examinees write on the test?  Paul Gatto responded that decision is at the discretion of the BEI staff and how many copies they want to make.  Ms. Metcalf suggested that the information be added to the candidate handbook.
(3) On the listening comprehension section, does it allow the examinee to read the question before they start listening?  John Bichsel responded that the candidate is given both sources at the same time.  The audio will be played on a CD or tape player and the examinee is allowed a specific amount of time to answer the multiple choice questions.

(4) Will the candidate handbook say if you can stop the performance test at anytime?  John Bichsel responded that the format will mirror that of the Basic, Advanced, and Master performance exams.  The candidate can stop between sections but not during a section.

· The question was raised, should Trilingual candidates be required to take the Test of English Proficiency (TEP)?  The Advisory Committee expressed concerns about having different standards for different populations as being unfair.  Paul Gatto stated that the TEP measures minimal English proficiency, it is also used as a screening tool.  Dr. Gonzales recommended conducting a study to produce empirical data to support the policy of requiring the TEP to avoid unnecessarily exclusion of prospective candidates who should have the opportunity to sit for the performance test.  The study will encompass administering the TEP, TSP and Trilingual performance tests to a group of candidates and analyze their individual scores on each test.  
· The Board went into a closed session from 2:45 p.m.-3:35 p.m. to discuss confidential testing matters.
B. Approval of recommendations for trilingual certification - Roger Brown moved to award Trilingual certification to Yolanda Chavira and David Quinto-Posoz based on their involvement with the Texas Trilingual Initiative.  Kristin Lund seconded.  All in favor.  Motion passed.

5. Reports

A. Chairperson report – Allison Randolph - no report provided.  
· Lauri Metcalf shared Dr. Carol Patrie’s compliments on our new testing system.

B. BEI Staff Report 
· Angela Bryant reported that the contract for the new test development project is being developed and anticipated award date is the end of March.  
· The Call for Raters has been posted. To date twelve inquiries have been received about the position from ten hearing and two deaf individuals.  
· The administrative hearing for one of the pending interpreter complaints was postponed to the end of March.
C. TSID report – Chris Grooms submitted a written report. See Attachment B.
6. Old Business 

A. Discussion on Bachelor’s degree requirement - David Myers referred to correspondence from Bryon Bridges.  The discussion was tabled for the next meeting.
7.  The next meeting will be Thursday, June 26, 2008 at the TSID conference in Houston.  The BEI forum will be held in the evening of Friday, June 27, 2008.  Chris Grooms will be the moderator for the BEI Forum.  Dan Diffee asked for clarification on travel reimbursement.  Angela Bryant stated that travel to and from the conference and hotel room for Thursday and Friday night will be reimbursed.
8. The staff and Board members conveyed expressions of gratitude to Lauri Metcalf for her many years of service to the BEI. 
9. Meeting adjourned at 4:02 pm
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