BEI Advisory Committee Meeting
4900 N. Lamar Blvd.
BHB Room 3501

Austin, TX  78751

September 28, 2007

1. Call to Order – Lauri Metcalf at 10:10 am
2. Welcome new Advisory Committee members & visitors – 
a. Dan Diffee – new member

b. Sharon Hill – new member

c. Chris Grooms – TSID President

d. Barbara Lazard –  DARS Attorney

e. Ron Curry – DARS Attorney

f. Grace Sanders – DARS Center for Policy and Innovation

g. Yolanda Chavira – DHHS staff

h. Jan Castleberry – interpreter

i. Lynn Blazek - interpreter

3. Roll Call

a. Lauri Metcalf

b. Allison Randolph

c. Kristin Lund

d. Marcus Myers

e. David Myers

f. Angela Bryant

g. Connie Sefcik-Kennedy

h. Beth Hasty

Absent – Roger Brown

4. Public Comment - none
5. Approval of June 7, 2007 Minutes – Allison Randolph moved to accept the June 7, 2007 minutes as written.  Kristin Lund seconded.  All in favor. Motion passed.
6. Reports
a. Chairperson’s Report – Lauri Metcalf - We just finished our 4th scoring session and we have learned/improved each time.  We would like to have at least 3 raters on each scoring team.  If there is a deaf rater, then we would like to have 4 raters on that team.  We found it is really important for each team to have a team leader in the scoring room the whole time.  It is strongly suggested that raters score for the same level each time so that they become familiar with the scripts and expectations of that level.  We plan to send out a “Call for Raters”.  We need to develop stricter criteria for what qualifications it takes to become a rater.   The need to have alternate/back up raters for each scoring session was discussed.  It was suggested to give raters statistical feedback after each scoring session, even if feedback is good.  The suggestion was brought up that non-Texas residents should pay a higher testing fee than Texas residents since the state of Texas does partially fund the BEI certification program.  There were questions and discussion about RID allowing BEI certificate holders to become RID certified members.  There were questions and discussion about having state licensure rather than certification.
b. (break)

c. BEI Staff Report – Angela Bryant – She gave an overview on the testing sessions held over the summer at CSW.  Jim Stepter recently met with BEI staff to give a presentation/proposal on new technology for performance testing.  We recognize the need for more raters and need to have rater training for Oral, SEE, MSS, Intermediary raters.  MSS test development and potential MSS raters were discussed.   She asked the Advisory Committee for suggestions to the “Call for Raters”.  Kristin Lund suggested emphasizing the need for deaf raters in the description and Sharon Hill suggested putting qualifications for raters at the top of the page.  The pass/fail rates that will be published soon were discussed. It was suggested to add the note “for statistical purposes, pilot candidates are not included.”
d. Trilingual Update – Yolanda Chavira – She gave an overview of the history/back ground, expert panel members, and PARG members for this project.  There was lively discussion on if those trilingual candidates who already hold a Level 1-5 or RID/NIC certification should be required to take the TEP or not.  We will contact the University of Arizona for clarification.   There will be a trilingual track at TSID conference in 2008.
e. (lunch break)

f. TSID Report – Chris Grooms – His goal is to re-establish a partnership between TSID and BEI.  TSID has two ad hoc committees: research state licensure and research a better way to track CEUs at conferences.  Another goal of his is to increase TSID membership.  TSID will continue to host the BEI forum at the annual conference but this year they will have a TSID facilitator.  The next TSID annual conference will be June 25 – 29 in Houston.  This will be a co-conference with RID Region IV.  There will be a CDI track and a pre-conference for ITP directors.
7. New Business

a. Accommodation Request – One TEP candidate as requested to use a magnifier device for the visually impaired.  The Advisory Committee discussed and it was requested that the candidate provide in writing the exact brand name of the equipment she is requesting to use.  We need to develop an accommodations policy and include the functional job requirements of an interpreter.
b. Five-year certificate renewal policy – A couple of interpreters have applied for five-year certificate renewal by retesting and have failed the TEP.  The Advisory Committee discussed and does not support an extension of active status certification.  Kristin Lund moved that the policy stands as is.  Allison Randolph seconded.  All approved.
c. Multiple certificate holders – It was suggested that BEI can put both Level 1-5 and Basic, Advanced, or Master certifications on same the card and those certificate holders can pay one annual maintenance fee.  Court, SEE, MSS, Oral are considered specialty certifications and will have a separate card with separate annual maintenance due dates.  At the next Advisory Committee meeting we plan to discuss a fee increase.
d. Provisional certification.  No action taken.
e. Allotted time for TEP – Our research shows that only 9% of candidates didn’t finish the TEP in the allotted time.  The Advisory Committee supports maintaining the 75 minute time limit.
f. Six month waiting policy for unsuccessful candidates – The Advisory Committee discussed and supports maintaining the 6 month waiting policy for retesting.  It was agreed that if a candidate takes the Advanced and fails, he/she can apply to take Basic test without waiting 6 months because it is a different test.
g. Analysis of new performance tests – BEI raters will not provide this service at this time.
h. (Meeting was closed to the public) Review and recommend action relative to an interpreter complaint – Sharon Hill moved to suspend this interpreter’s opportunity to renew her annual maintenance until after the Jan. 18th  Advisory Committee meeting.  This will allow for more time to gather further information regarding her case.  Allison Randolph seconded.  All approved.
i. Discuss and revise Basic acceptables and unacceptables scoring units. No action taken.
j. SEE certification/testing materials – It was approved to award Cathy Williams and Wess Smith SEE certifications for their efforts in SEE test development and evaluations.
8. Future Advisory Committee meetings – 
a. Jan. 18, 2008
b. March 7, 2008
c. June 26, 2008
9. Adjournment @ 4:45 pm
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