BEI Advisory Committee Meeting
4900 N. Lamar, Brown-Heatly Building

5th Floor, Room 5357
Austin, TX 78751

February 9, 2007
1. Call to Order – Lauri Metcalf, Chair at 10:25 am
2. Roll Call

· Members present:

Lauri Metcalf

Allison Randolph

Roger Brown

Marcus Myers

Kristin Lund

· DHHS Staff present:

David Myers

Angela Bryant

Beth K. Hasty

· Interpreters present:

Molly Sheridan

Lynn Blazek

· Visitors present:

Grace Sanders, DARS Center for Policy and Innovation

3. Reports

· Chairperson’s Report
· Inter-rater Reliability Overview – Each of the raters will be given an individual report which reflects their own scores.  This data will be used determine inter-rater reliability.  Tom Cox and Marcus Myers will be leading this task.
· Policy for Outliers – It was discussed that the outliers will be formally notified and then allow them one more time (scoring session) to get in sync with the group.  More experience with the new test material will help identify the true outliers. Raters who are scoring within the majority will be invited back.
· BEI Staff Report
· Angela Bryant gave an update on the written and performance testing.
· One candidate was allowed 3 hours to take the written Test of English Proficiency (TEP) by the proctoring site.  Her test is invalid.  The Advisory Committee voted that this candidate must retake the TEP before she can be allowed to attempt the performance test.  The Committee waived the 6 months restriction.
· Discussed picture in a picture technology for future testing sessions.

· BEI staff is currently looking for another Austin testing site.
· CEU policy for multiple certificate holders.  It was suggested that if an individual held both Level 5 and Master certificates that the CEU cycle should be the same cycle.  BEI staff can look into developing that policy.
· Five-year renewal policy for Oral certificate holders – Correspondence from an oral interpreter who is applying for recertification was discussed.  The Advisory Committee all agreed that oral interpreters should not have a separate standard for CEU requirements.  The same concept applies to intermediary, MSS, SEE, etc.
· Development of Policies and Procedures – Angela Bryant is gearing up for Phase II which will expand more on current policies and procedures.  The issue was raised that if a Level 2 certificate holder retook the Level 3 test, she/he was not awarded another Level 2 certificate in the past.  It was discovered that this practice did not comply with state law.  This issue will resolve itself with the new testing system.  
4. Warm up for performance tests – David Myers addressed the need to have a warm up period before the performance test.  
5. Recent developments – David Myers discussed the Texas Education Agency’s (TEA) recent decision to no longer issue emergency permits/waivers in order to comply with No Child Left Behind.  The Advisory Committee all agreed to not waive the 6 month retesting restriction for educational interpreters.  The rational is that it is not fair to other interpreters and also TEA chose to make this announcement late in the year, not BEI.  The BEI can add additional testing sessions and scoring sessions if needed.  Lauri Metcalf suggested that as a proactive approach, the BEI can present a timeline of test development at the TSID BEI forum.
6. First rater scoring session

· The first rater scoring session will be April 13 – 14, 2007 at San Antonio College.  Raters will be invited according to residency to reduce travel expenses.
· Discussed prospective trainers for Basic, Advanced and Master: Roger Brown, Holly Warren-Norman, and Lauri Metcalf
7. BEI mission statement – Roger Brown referenced several examples of mission statements from other certifying organizations.
8. TSID Conference 2007 in Irving
· The BEI Forum will be held on Thursday, June 7, 2007 from 5 pm to 7 pm.  DARS will reimburse Advisory Committee members for travel there and back, 1 night hotel stay up to $85 and up to $36 for meals.
· Trilingual PARG Meeting and the Student Pre-Conference will both be held on Wednesday, June 6, 2007.
· Lauri Metcalf will present her workshop “BEI Certification Overview” at TSID.  
9. BEI Rater Training 2007 – We may not need to have a big rater training for everyone in September this year.  New raters and raters who were unable to attend a scoring session this year may still need to meet for rater training.
10.  Future Advisory Committee meeting dates
· April 20, 2007 – Austin (10 am – 4 pm)

· June 7, 2007 – TSID Conference, Irving (2 pm to 4:30 pm)
11.  Review and select new Advisory Committee members – 

· Three letters of interest were reviewed.  The Advisory Committee all agreed that more information was needed before a decision could be made.  Angela Bryant will request that each of these nominees and any future nominees to submit letters of reference. 
· Kristin Lund will stay on for another term.

12.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm
Approved 6/7/2007
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