BEI Advisory Committee Meeting
Brown-Heatly Building

4900 N. Lamar Blvd., Room 5357

Austin, TX 78751

August 18, 2006
1. Call to Order – Lauri Metcalf at 10:15 am

2. Roll Call 

· Members present:

Lauri Metcalf

Roger Brown
Kristin Lund
Marcus Myers

Allison Randolph
· Members absent:

Dr. Greta Gorsuch

Alan Sessions

· DHHS staff present:

David Myers

Angela Bryant

Connie Sefcik-Kennedy

Beth K. Hasty

· Interpreters present:
Yolanda Chavira
Randi Turner
3. Introduction of guests 

· Grace Sanders, DARS Center for Policy and Innovation
· Roger Darley, DARS Legal Services
· Irma Gould, DARS DHHS staff
4. Public Comment – none

5. Nomination and appointment of Chairperson
· Allison Randolph nominated Lauri Metcalf as BEI Chairperson.  Roger Brown seconded.  Passed unanimously.

· Roger Brown nominated Allison Randolph as Secretary.   Marcus Myers seconded.  Passed unanimously.

6. Chairperson’s Report – Lauri Metcalf
· Lauri Metcalf gave several workshops recently on the new testing system.  She discussed feedback and comments received during the workshops, which has been favorable.

7. BEI Staff Report – 
Angela Bryant, Program Administrator

                                    
Connie Sefcik-Kennedy, Program Assistant


    
    

Beth Hasty, Program Assistant
· “The BEI – In Transition” PowerPoint presentation
· It was discussed and decided that the study guide will be available free of charge and may be obtained from the DHHS office or online at www.dars.state.tx.us/dhhs.
· The possibility of awarding a provisional certification in the future was discussed.  The members present discussed and agreed that provisional certification was not needed at this time.  
· It was discussed and agreed that BEI raters should not disclose their identity as raters.  Lauri Metcalf requested that raters be sent information on the new scoring process prior to rater training. 
· It was discussed about developing an analyst training or an analyst application process in the future.
· Kristin Lund moved that over a 5-year period of certification, BEI will require at least 2.0 CEUs in ethics-related trainings or workshops.  Marcus Myers seconded.  Three votes for the motion and 1 abstained.  Motion passed as written.
· See meeting handouts - draft new rules for BEI and court.  They will be submitted to DARS council on August 25, 2006 and then posted on the Texas Register September 29, 2006.
8. Rater Training
· See meeting handout – draft Rater Training agenda, September 15-16, 2006 at San Antonio College
· In order to select the pilot candidates to be used at Rater Training, Lauri Metcalf will invite members of the BEI expert panel to a BEI work session on September 14, 2006 at San Antonio College.
9. Review correspondence 
· See meeting handout – letter from a Level 3 candidate.  It was discussed and decided that a candidate can not combine test scores from two separate testing attempts.  Allison Randolph will draft the response on behalf of the BEI Advisory Committee.
10. Scheduled Future Meeting Dates
· November 17, 2006

· February 9, 2007

· April 20, 2007
11. Announcements
· Angela Bryant will be on vacation until September 5, 2006.

· Marcus Myers announced that the International Film Showcase is tonight in Seguin featuring a movie on Mexican Sign Language.

· Kristin Lund announced that the Travis County Services for the Deaf is hosting a Deaf and Hard of Hearing Festival on September 9, 2006 in Austin.
12. Adjournment
· Marcus Myers moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:59 pm.  Roger Brown seconded.  Passed unanimously.
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