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As you are aware, the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) has been in negotiations with the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding the Quality Incentive Payment Program (QIPP) concept paper. As stated in the conference call held on February 24, 2016, and in the follow-up communication sent on Monday, February 29th, if these CMS concerns were not resolved by March 11, 2016, it would not be possible to implement QIPP on September 1, 2016. It is now March 11, and resolution with CMS has not been reached. Therefore, implementation of the Quality Incentive Payment Program will be delayed by six months, to be implemented March 1, 2017, subject to CMS approval. The Minimum Payment Amounts Program (MPAP) will be extended for six months (through February 28, 2017) at 100 percent for existing MPAP participants only.

Next Steps for MCOs
MCOs are hereby advised to halt their work reviewing QIPP proposals and to submit existing proposals and supporting documentation to HHSC via the QIPP mailbox (QIPPProjectProposal@hhsc.state.tx.us). Please create zip files of proposals relating to a single nursing facility chain. HHSC will store the submitted proposals pending resolution of CMS concerns. This information is due to HHSC by COB on March 18. 

Next Steps for Nursing Facilities
Change of Ownership Processes
NFs with pending change of ownership (CHOW) applications at the Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) may request to withdraw their CHOW applications. Requests for reimbursement of CHOW application fees for applications eligible for withdrawal will be honored. In general,

         A NF CHOW application that has not been finalized may be withdrawn and the vendor hold will be released.
         A NF CHOW application in which DADS has issued a license and activated the contract may NOT be withdrawn.
         A NF CHOW application in which DADS has issued the license but not yet activated the contract may or may not be withdrawn, dependent upon the status of DADS processing. These will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
If an applicant plans to withdraw a CHOW application, please do so as soon as possible. To withdraw a NF CHOW, the applicant must submit to DADS a written letter requesting to withdraw the CHOW application.  

Via USPS, send the letter to:

Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services
Regulatory Services, Mail Code E-342
P. O. Box 149030
Austin, TX 78714-9030

Via overnight delivery, send the letter to:

Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services
Regulatory Services, Mail Code E-342
701 West 51st Street
Austin, TX 78751

Via fax, send the letter to:

Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services
Nursing Facility Licensing & Certification
Fax:  512.438.2730

For assistance, call DADS Licensure and Certification Unit at 512.438.2630.

IGT Responsibility Agreements for Existing MPAP Participants

Existing MPAP participants who wish to continue their participation in MPAP through February 28, 2017, must complete and submit an Eligibility Period Three IGT Responsibility Agreement and Certification of Eligibility for Nursing Facility Minimum Payment Amounts Program to HHSC by 5:00 p.m., March 31, 2016. Electronic versions of both forms are attached to this e-mail. Note that only existing MPAP participants will be eligible to participate in the MPAP program for Eligibility Period Three. Scanned copies of both forms should be submitted via e-mail to aaron.jones@hhsc.state.tx.us with the original completed forms mailed to one of the two addresses listed below. Questions about the completion of these forms should be directed to Aaron Jones at aaron.jones@hhsc.state.tx.us or (512) 730-7467. 

Via USPS, send the completed forms to:

Texas Health and Human Services Commission
Rate Analysis Department, Mail Code H-400
P. O. Box 149030
Austin, TX 78714-9030

Via overnight delivery, send the letter to:

Texas Health and Human Services Commission
Rate Analysis Department, Mail Code H-400
Brown-Heatly Building
4900 North Lamar
Austin, TX 78751-2399

HHSC appreciates the considerable time and effort that stakeholders have put into developing QIPP proposals and their continuing commitment to providing quality care to Texas Medicaid NF residents.  We hope to be able to implement this program on March 2, 2017. Questions regarding this communication may be submitted to the QIPP mailbox at:  QIPPProjectProposal@hhsc.state.tx.us.


Sincerely,


- Signature on File -                                                         - Signature on File -

Gary Jessee                                                                      Pam McDonald
State Medicaid Director                                                Director, HHSC Rate Analysis




