
  June 27, 2016 

Nursing Facility Diversion Protocol 
 

Targeted Home and Community-based Services (HCS) Waiver Slot for an Individual at 
Imminent Risk of Admission to a Nursing Facility (NF) 

 
Purpose: 
The Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) may make available a targeted NF HCS 
diversion slot to an individual with an intellectual or developmental disability (IDD) who is determined to be 
at imminent risk of a long term stay in an NF. 
 
Criteria:  
To be eligible for a targeted NF HCS diversion slot, the local intellectual and developmental disability 
authority’s (LIDDA’s) diversion coordinator must document the following: 
1. The individual is at imminent risk of a long term stay in an NF; 
2. The individual’s current PASRR Evaluation (PE) indicates the individual has IDD and is appropriate for 

community placement; 
3. The LTC Online Portal indicates the individual meets medical necessity; 
4. The individual has a diagnosis that will meet HCS diagnostic eligibility criteria, including ICF Level of 

Care (LOC) I or VIII*; and 
5. Other adequate and appropriate community resources, excluding state supported living centers, are 

unavailable to meet the individual’s needs as evidenced by attempts to obtain community-based services 
and supports, such as: 
a) For an individual 21 years of age or older: 

i) Medicaid State Plan services; 
ii) community ICF/IID services in a facility with 6 beds or less; and 
iii) general revenue-funded services; or 

b) For an individual under the age of 21 years: 
i) Medicaid State Plan services; 
ii) supports through the local school district; 
iii) general revenue-funded services; and 
iv) community ICF/IID services in a facility with 6 beds or less unless out-of-home placement is not 
desired. 

 
To qualify for a targeted NF HCS diversion slot it must be anticipated enrollment into HCS can occur before 
the individual’s admission to a NF.  
 
*  If the LIDDA determines that the individual meets the criteria for ICF Level of Care (LOC) I, then the 
local authority documents “ICF LOC I”.  If the individual does not meet the criteria for ICF LOC I, then the 
local authority documents “ICF LOC VIII”. 
 
Procedure: 
If an individual meets the criteria for a targeted NF HCS diversion slot, the diversion coordinator requests a 
targeted NF HCS diversion slot for the individual by completing Form 1047 (Request for Nursing Facility 
Targeted Diversion HCS Slot) and submitting it to DADS. 
 
Upon receipt, DADS staff reviews the completed Form 1047. DADS staff may request additional 
information or documentation. Within three working days after receipt of Form 1047 and any necessary 
additional documentation, DADS determines whether the individual meets the criteria for a targeted NF HCS 
diversion slot. 
• If it is determined the individual does not meet the criteria, DADS will, within one business day, notify 

the LIDDA and notify the individual or LAR in writing of the denial of an offer of a targeted NF HCS 
diversion slot and provide the individual or LAR with an opportunity for a fair hearing.  

• If it is determined the individual meets the criteria and a targeted NF HCS diversion slot is immediately 
available, DADS will send a letter authorizing the LIDDA to offer the individual the opportunity to 
enroll in HCS. 



  June 27, 2016 

• If it is determined the individual meets the criteria, but a targeted NF HCS diversion slot is not 
immediately available, DADS will hold the request until a targeted NF HCS diversion slot becomes 
available. When a targeted NF HCS diversion slot becomes available, DADS will send a letter 
authorizing the LIDDA to offer the individual the opportunity to enroll in HCS.  

 
Upon receipt of an authorization letter, the LIDDA initiates the enrollment process. The LIDDA is required 
to complete the enrollment process within 90 days after receipt of the authorization letter from DADS. If the 
LIDDA anticipates the individual’s enrollment will not be completed within 90 days, it may request that 
DADS approve an extension (using Form 1045 (Request for HCS/TxHmL Enrollment Extension)). 
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