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	Division for Early Childhood Intervention Services
Surrogate Parent Identification of 
Need and Assignment   

	Before assigning a surrogate parent, you must verify the need to assign a surrogate parent by fully completing the worksheet on the back of this form. Stop the surrogate parent assignment process immediately if a parent who is able to serve is identified. A person who is eligible to serve as a parent must not also be assigned to be a surrogate parent. The criteria for surrogate parents are outlined in 34 CFR Section 303.406.    

	Child’s name: 

     
	Date of birth:

     
	Case ID:

     

	Reason for Need  

	Enter X to select applicable reason(s):  

	    A parent cannot be identified.

	    Unable to locate a parent who is ready, willing, and able to serve.

	    Child is a ward of the state under the laws of Texas (no individual foster parent has been appointed).

	ECI professional’s signature:

X       
	ECI professional’s printed name and title:

     
	Date:
     

	Surrogate Parent Information and Certification  

	Name:
     
	Street address:
     
	Telephone:
     

	I certify that I meet the following criteria to serve as a surrogate parent:   

    I have no interest that conflicts with the interests of the above-named child.

    I have knowledge and skills that ensure adequate representation of the above named child.

    I am not an employee of any State agency.

    I am not a person or an employee of a person providing early intervention services to the above named child or to any family member of the child.

	I agree to represent the above named child in all matters related to   

· 
the child’s evaluation and assessment;   

· 
development and implementation of the child's IFSPs, including annual evaluations and periodic reviews;   

· 
the ongoing provision of early intervention services to the child; and   

· 
reporting additional needs of the child.  

	Surrogate parent’s signature:

X       
	Date:
     

	Assignment  

	I hereby assign the person named above to act as surrogate parent for the child named above for ECI purposes.  

	Director of local ECI contractor or designee’s name:      

	Signature:

X       
	Date:

     

	Surrogate Parent Identification of Need Worksheet  

	Child’s name:  

     
	Date of birth:

     
	Case ID:
     

	Section 1.  Can a parent be identified for ECI purposes?  
	    Yes         No

	DARS ECI defines “parent” as the term is defined in 20 U.S.C. Section 1401(23):

“…   

(A) 
a natural, adoptive, or foster parent of a child (unless a foster parent is prohibited by State law from serving as a parent);   

(B) 
a guardian (but not the State if the child is a ward of the State);   

(C) 
an individual acting in the place of a natural or adoptive parent (including a grandparent, stepparent, or other relative) with whom the child lives, or an individual who is legally responsible for the child's welfare; ….”    

	Enter X to select the relationships that apply:  

	    
Natural or adoptive parent

The natural or adoptive parent, when attempting to act as the parent, must be presumed to be the parent for ECI purposes unless he or she does not have legal authority to make educational decisions for the child.

    
Foster parent


Under Federal law, an individual foster parent is defined as a parent, and the child is not a ward of the state.

    
Legal guardian (but not the State if the child is a ward of the State)

    
An individual acting in the place of a natural parent (including a grandparent, stepparent, or other relative) with whom the child lives, or an individual who is legally responsible for the child's welfare

	For each applicable relationship, describe how the relationship was verified or determined: 

       



	Section 2.  Can a parent be located?
	    Yes         No

	A situation in which an identified parent is not ready, willing, and able to serve is interpreted to be an “unable to locate” situation.   

If “No,” document efforts to locate a parent who is able to serve (correspondence, notes, custody order, etc.):       

	Section 3.  Is the child a ward of the state under the laws of Texas?
	    Yes         No

	“Ward of the State” is a federal phrase defined in 20 U.S.C. Section 1401(36):    

(36) Ward of the State

        (A) In general

            The term “ward of the State” means a child who, as determined by the State where the child resides, is a foster child, is a ward of the State, or is in the custody of a public child welfare agency.   

        (B) Exception

            The term does not include a foster child who has a foster parent who meets the definition of a parent in paragraph (23).   

A child who resides in Texas is a ward of the State if the child is in the custody of the State, and the Department of Family and Protective Services is temporary or permanent managing conservator of the child, and no individual foster parent has been appointed.  

	Section 4.  Is there a need for the ECI program to assign a surrogate parent?
	    Yes         No

	If “Yes,” complete the front page. If “No,” document in the child’s case notes who qualifies as an ECI parent.  

	Interviewer’s signature:

X       
	Interviewer’s printed name:

     
	Date:
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