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COMMISSIONER 

Jon Weizenbaum 

Date:  July 5, 2016 

To:   Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with an Intellectual Disability or Related 
Conditions (ICF/IID) Program Providers 
Home and Community-based Services (HCS) Program Providers 
Texas Home Living (TxHmL) Program Providers 
Deaf Blind with Multiple Disabilities (DBMD) Program Providers 
Community Living Assistance and Support Services (CLASS) Direct Services 
Agencies 
CLASS Case Management Agencies 
Local Intellectual and Developmental Disability Authorities (LIDDAs) 

Subject:  Information Letter No. 16-26 
Provision of Acute Care and State Plan Services for Individuals Under 21 Years of 
Age  

Beginning November 1, 2016, most individuals under 21 years of age who receive: 
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
• disability-related Medicaid, or 
• services in the ICF/IID Program or an ICF/IID waiver program (i.e., HCS, TxHmL, CLASS 

or DBMD) 

will receive their acute care and most other Medicaid State Plan services through the STAR Kids 
managed care program. Examples of services provided under STAR Kids include: physician 
visits, hospital visits, prescription medication and private duty nursing. 

For individuals enrolled in an ICF/IID waiver program, Community First Choice (CFC) services 
will continue to be provided by the individual’s current program provider or CLASS direct 
service agency, as applicable. 

STAR Kids enrollment does not apply to: 
• residents of a State Supported Living Center (SSLC) or other state-operated ICF/IID; 
• foster care children with SSI or disability-related Medicaid who are enrolled in the ICF/IID 

Program or an ICF/IID waiver program and who receive acute care and other Medicaid State 
Plan benefits through STAR Health; or 

• individuals who turn 21 in November 2016, December 2016, or January 2017 (first 90 days 
of implementation) will remain in fee-for-service Medicaid and be enrolled in STAR+PLUS 
if eligible. 

MAXIMUS, the state’s managed care enrollment broker, will mail introductory STAR Kids 
letters to individuals affected by this change in July 2016, followed by enrollment packets with 
instructions on how to pick and enroll in a STAR Kids health plan in August 2016. 
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Receiving acute care and Medicaid State Plan services through the STAR Kids managed care 
program will not affect an individual's enrollment in: 
• the ICF/IID Program, 
• an ICF/IID waiver program, or 
• status on an ICF/IID waiver program interest list. 

The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) conducted information sessions 
regarding the STAR Kids managed care program earlier this year. Training materials from those 
events, dates and locations of future information sessions (including some which may be held in 
Spanish), as well as more information on the STAR Kids managed care program may be found 
on the STAR Kids website. 

Questions related to DADS programs may be sent to: pdo@dads.state.tx.us. Email your questions 
about STAR Kids to: Managed_Care_Initiatives@hhsc.state.tx.us. 

Sincerely, 

[signature on file] 

S. Michelle Martin 
Director 
Center for Policy and Innovation 

[signature on file] 

Elisa J. Garza 
Assistant Commissioner 
Access and Intake 
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