
Medicare Certification – Nursing Facility (NF) Hospital-Based Initial 

 

 

 

Request Submission 

The hospital emails a 
written request to add a 
SNF wing within the 
hospital to the NF/DAHS 
email: 
• Attached hospital 

license 
• Indication they are 

ready for survey 
 
HCR: The hospital 
emails an ARU 
application package to 
add hospital-based 
skilled nursing beds to 
their hospital license to 
the Architecture 
Review Unit. 
 

TULIP / ASPEN 

The manager/team Lead 
creates a facility account in 
TULIP with a license status of 
“LICENSE NOT REQURIED”. 

The manager/team Lead 
creates ASPEN account which 
generates the  ID (federal 
facility ID). 

Life Safety Code (LSC) and Health 
Surveys 

The manager/team lead emails the 
region and architecture unit requesting 
both a LSC and Health survey, 
indicating that the request is for a 
hospital-based SNF. 
 
 The hospital must undergo a hospital 
licensing inspection prior to the SNF 
certification inspections.  The 
architecture unit reaches out to the 
hospital and the HCR architectural 
review group to coordinate surveys.  
 
HCR:  The hospital must submit an 
inspection request to HCR-ARU.   
Upon ARU approval, HCR facility 
licensing unit modifies the licensed 
beds. 
 

The region/architecture unit completes 
the survey, updates TULIP and emails 
the manager/team lead. 

The hospital would be 
given an opportunity to 
correct non-compliance 
prior to denial. 

Request Recommended 
for Denial 

Survey Operations 
notifies the CMS Regional 
Office through ASPEN 
that certification is not 
recommended.  CMS 
provides all due diligence. 

Survey Operations 
notifies Licensing when a 
recommendation for 
denial is completed and 
follows-up when/if any 
additional actions are 
taken. 

Request Approved 

The manager/team lead 
creates notice of change 
noting the approval that is 
sent to the hospital. 

Specialist will update 
TULIP and ASPEN. 

Medicare Certification 

The hospital is 
required to submit an 
855-A to the MAC. 

MAC provides a 
recommendation for 
approval or denial to 
L&C 

Specialist sends the 
MAC the 855A with 
related documents 
along with a 
recommendation to 
approve or deny via 
email. 

MAC submits both 
recommendations to 
CMS for final 
approval. 

Once CMS approval 
is received from the 
MAC, information is 
added to TULIP and 
ASPEN 

Key: 
SNF – Skilled Nursing Facility 
NF/DAHS – Licensing Unit 
TULIP – Texas Unified Licensure Information Portal 
HCR – Health Care Regulation 
ARU – Architecture Review Unit 
CMS – Centers for Medicaid and Medicaid Services 
MAC – Medicare Administrative Contractor 
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