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Adult foster care (AFC) provides 24-hour living arrangements and personal care services and supports for persons who, because of physical or behavioral conditions, are unable to live independently. Services and supports may include assistance and/or supervision with daily living, including meal preparation, housekeeping, companion services, personal care, nursing tasks and provision of, or arrangement for, transportation. The STAR+PLUS Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) applicant or member who chooses AFC must reside with a contracted STAR+PLUS HCBS program AFC home provider that meets the minimum standards and licensure requirements found in Appendix XXIV, Minimum Standards for STAR+PLUS AFC Homes and Home Providers.
AFC home providers must be contracted either directly with the member’s managed care organization (MCO) or with an AFC provider agency contracted with the member’s MCO. The individual qualified to provide AFC (AFC home provider) must be the primary caregiver. AFC home providers must live in the household and share a common living area with the member. Detached living quarters do not constitute a common living area. AFC home providers may serve up to three adult residents in a qualified AFC home without being licensed as a personal care home or assisted living facility (ALF), and may be the AFC home provider’s home or the STAR+PLUS HCBS program applicant’s or member’s home. AFC home providers with four or more residents, which are also contracted with the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), are required to have a Type C Personal Care Home license. AFC homes with four to eight AFC residents must be licensed as an ALF, with limitations on the number of residents at each level who may reside in the home. The three levels of eligibility for AFC are explained in Section 7133, Classification Levels of Adult Foster Care Members. ALF licensure requirements are found in Title 2640 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 55392.	Comment by Author: Title 26 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 553 new link
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Any reference to “resident” includes members receiving services in the STAR+PLUS HCBS program and AFC or private pay individuals. AFC home providers may serve a combination of STAR+PLUS HCBS program members and private pay individuals in a qualified or licensed AFC home as long as the AFC home provider continues to meet the minimum standards specified in Appendix XXIV, and additional other standards may be specified by the MCO.
When the AFC home provider moves in with the STAR+PLUS HCBS program member receiving AFC in the member’s home, the AFC home enrollment requirements indicated with an asterisk in Appendix XXIV may be waived at the discretion of the MCO or the MCO-contracted AFC provider agency, as appropriate. Other minimum standards, excluding home safety requirements, may be waived at the discretion of the MCO, or upon the recommendation by the MCO-contracted AFC provider agency as long as the MCO-contracted AFC provider agency has completed a home assessment and concluded the member’s needs can be appropriately met through the STAR+PLUS HCBS program and AFC-specific services. Such conclusions must be documented by the MCO-contracted AFC provider agency and approved by the MCO.
The MCO is responsible for ensuring the AFC member receives all necessary AFC services, including the authorization of other needed services and nursing tasks.
STAR+PLUS HCBS program AFC members are required to pay for their own room and board costs and, if able, contribute to the cost of AFC services through a copayment to the AFC home provider. The only time room and board is not required is when the AFC home provider moves in with the member and the member's home becomes the AFC home. Room and board arrangements must be documented in the member’s case file by the MCO or by the MCO-contracted AFC provider agency.
If an AFC home is contracted with HHSC to provide services to an applicant or member receiving AFC through HHSC, the MCO or the MCO-contracted provider agency may request a copy of the AFC home and AFC home provider qualification documents from HHSC, if applicable. These documents contain HHSC findings regarding the qualifications of the AFC home and AFC home provider.

